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REAK IN THE RANKS OF 

THE MID-ROAD POPULISTS 
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The break; has come; the evolution 
bas been completed for a large number 
. of middle-of-the-roa^ populists during 
the past month, and the Social Demo¬ 
cratic party is about to make a distinct 
and widely extended advance. This is 
• noticeably true in Iowa, as the sub¬ 
joined letters addressed to Mr. A. W. 
C. Weeks, chairman of the people’s 
pgrty state committee, will testify; 

Popoliat Lieader Quits 
Lone.Tree, Iowa, May 15, 1900. 

A. W. C. Weeks, Chairman, etc., Win- 

terset, Iowa: 

Dear Sir—It.has been a growing 
conviction with me for several years 
that the complete and final cure for the 
focial and economic ills which today 
greviously afflict mankind can be 
brought about only by the reconstruc- 
tioB of society in harmony with the 
principles of modem Socialism. I am 
constrained to believe that reformers 
should work with a party whose aims 
are purely Socialistic, and whose prin¬ 
ciples permit of no compromise with 
capitalism, or fusion with capital serv¬ 
ing parties, and should not scatter their 
votes through other and various or¬ 
ganizations. 

There is no middle ground on which 
to wage a conflict between the capital¬ 
ism of the present day and its natural 
opponent, the co-operative common¬ 
wealth. Neither can there be harmony 
or compromise between these two 
forces. 

“A step in the right direction” party 
will never secure anything further than 
that of obtaining public patronage for 
its politicians and of crushing the hopes 
of those of its supporters who sought 
for “half a loaf.” 

A party such as the people’s, which is 
one-third • capitalistic, tworthirds So¬ 
cialistic, with capitalistic parties on 
one side and a Socialistic party on the 
other, has no ground on which to sow 
its seed. On the one hand the Bryan 
-forces draw those who arc easily at¬ 
tracted by “sounding brass” and the 
“tinkling cymbal”; while, on the other, 
the advanced thinkers easily see that 
in Socialism alone is found the means 
to overcome the inequalities of wealth 
■distribution. 

Under these conditions the people’s 
party remains simply an exhibition of 
stubborn adherence to a name. 

The democratic and republican par¬ 
ties are both undeniably capitalistic. 
They both defend individualism and up¬ 
hold the competitive system. Social¬ 
ism is the direct antipodes of each and 
of both. To a Socialist the conflict be- 
’Iween these two parties is nothing more 
tpan a gr^^t national debate, the prize 
of which is public patronage. ' • 

Whatever good the people’s party 
■ might have accomplished was rendered 
impossible when the knife of fusion was 
thrust into its vitals. The party is dead 
from this blow and without hope of 
resurrection under the same name aod 
with the same ideals. The greenback 
party died from fusion wounds and 
Drought in its stead the union labor 
party. Fusion again accomplished its 
deadly work and the people’s party was 
bom. Again was struck the deadly^ fu¬ 
sion blow and this time it is Socialism, 
which has risen in the place of the peo- 
' pie’s party. Each party has been a step 
to the final goal. All of the above par¬ 
ties have been more or less capitalistic, 
•nd notice that fusion has always been 
obtained on the capitalistic part of the 
platform, never on the Socialtistic. 

What we need now is a reform party 
which is Socialistic through and 
through, and in which there is not a 
vestige of c^italism. Such a party is 
the Social Democratic. We need a 
leader in whom the labor world has 
confidence. Such a leader is Eugene 
V. Debt', a man tried both by time and 
.eondiJons. In view of all of the fore¬ 
going I cannot hesitate longer to_ enlist 
m the cause, and by this public an- 
- nouncement declare that such ability as 
1 possess shall henceforth be devoted 
" to the cause of Socialism. 

Having declared my purpose in the 
above, it only remains to tender to you 
and to the populists of Iowa my resig- 
■’ nation as, first, a member of the na- 
‘ vQonal people’s party committee; sec- 
•\i!ood, a member of the state central com- 
^ nrittce; third, as secretary of the latter 
organization. Fraternally yours, 

A. W. Ricker. 

Joint suwHtti Democratle Party 
From Hon. Charles A. Llo3rd, candi- 
for governor of Iowa on the peo- 
I party ticket, 1897 and 1899; 
the Members of the people s Party 
of Iowa: 

In announcing my purpose to sup- 
t the principles and can^fetes of 
Social Democratic party, I feel that 
a severance of party ties in name 
since the- state platformm ot 
- you named me as your 
for governor last fall was deany 


on the lines of the principles of the So¬ 
cial Democracy. I have never been a 
stickler for mere partisanship, as such, 
perceiving that it is today the bond of 
subjection to oppression that makes re¬ 
form of such slow growth; for could we 
have eliminated the fetich of part)'ism 
from the minds of the American labor¬ 
ers and producers of wealth, we would 
have long ago reached the conscience 
and convinced the judgment of the mil¬ 
lions of party-controlled wage slaves 
and toilers that today are voting power 
that makes private monoply, militarism 
and wage slavery of such long life; and 
surely we who have ever urged the 
breaking of party ties whenever such 
a course would bc.st conserve the prin¬ 
ciples we love, should never hesitate a 
moment when our judgment leads us to 
believe that more can be accomplished 
by a new alignment for the fundamental 
principles of justice and liberty than 
could be secured in the old organiza¬ 
tion, and this, my fellow populists, is 
my sole reason for giving niy support 
to the new and young party, the Social 
Democracy. It has life, activity, 
growth. The people’s party was killed 
by fusion and the heroic efforts of the 
few brave and undaunted men who 
have clung to and shared its trials since 
then have only been rewarded by a con¬ 
stantly diminishing vote. The princi¬ 
ples of the Social Democracy are placed 
upon the bedrock of a truly productive 
industry, founded in the solidity of the 
co-operative commonwealth, whose 
fruits are Plenty and whose ways are 
Peace. 

My brother reformers, for the trust 
you have n 'pcatedly reposed in and the 
honors conferred upon me, during the 
many years we have worked together, 
I can only express my eternal gratitude 
and cannot believe that this action upon 
my part will sever a single friendly tie 
that has heretofore bound us together. 
\ cry respectfully, 

Charles A. Lloyd. 

Muscatine, Iowa, May ll, 1900. 

Is Now a Social I>ciiio<-rat 
Van Home, Iowa, May 18, 1906. 

To A. W. C. Weeks. Chairman Peo¬ 
ple’s Party, State Committee, Win- 

terset, Iowa— 

Dear Sir: It becomes my duty to 
sever my connection with the people’s 
party, and I hereby resign as a member 
of the state committee from the Fifth 
district. In leaving the people’s party 
to join the Social Democracy I will 
briefly explain my reasons for said 
course. 

In the first place, in leaving the peo¬ 
ple’s party I am impelled by reasons 
that pertain to its management—rather 
mismanagement—in the past. 

The people’s party has shown itself 
incapable of self-management and be¬ 
come secondary and subservient to a 
party of incoherence, insincerity and 
sham reform. This is the testimony of 
the memorable campaign of 1896, 
whose story you know. Since that 
time the people’s party, having once be¬ 
come inoculated with the fatal viros of 
fusion, has been as “a house divided 
against itself,” and it was as clear to 
my mind then as it is today that in con¬ 
sequence it would fall. 

Now, as for joining the Social De¬ 
mocracy. In doing this I need no^ and 
do not make a sacrifice of any principle 
which th’e people’s party now holds or 
has held. As a matter of fact the in¬ 
trinsic value, the real essence of the 
populist platforms from Omaha down 
has been the Socialism they contained. 
I am simply leaving a party that is par¬ 
tially Socialistic, and therefore incon¬ 
sistent, for one that is consistent, that 
is wholly Socialistic. 

While on the one extreme the repub¬ 
lican party is essentially capitalistic, or 
anti-Socialistic, it is at least honest and 
consistent; and while the democr^c 
party is partially Socialistic, the fusion 
populists more, and the middle-roaders 
still more so, yet all these three are 
discordant, incongruous, inconsistent 
bodies, collectively as well as individu¬ 
ally, and show no fixed or well-defined 
aim, except it be that they point to the 
other logical extreme—namely. Social¬ 
ism. Therefore the Social Democratic 
program, being purely, completely So¬ 
cialistic, is consistent and logical, and 
is the only antithesis, the only real op¬ 
ponent of repuWican or republico-dem- 
ocratic capitalism, "rte future^ of this 
country hes between republica ni s m , 
which is capitalism, on the one hand, 
and Socialism, its logical antagonist, on 
the other. There is no mid^e-road,_no 
fusion fence to climb on; it is one thing 
or-tbe other. And no other party or sys¬ 
tem ran prevent the line of battle from 
crystallizing dovQi to these two posi¬ 
tions finally, one or the other of which 
we must finally support. "Choose ye 
whom ye will serve.” I am hencefo^ 
gmng the whole hog. I am going with 


thousands of others into a movement 
that knows not fusion (and its logical 
resuh, confusion); a movement that is 
international in extent, a pa^ that is 
universal in its scope, that aims at the 
dethronement of capitalism as a system, 
in all lands, whether headed by an Em¬ 
peror William in Germany, a Queen 
Victoria in England or a Republican 
McKinley in the United States. And 
this by the enthronement, the institu¬ 
tion of.a system of co-operative indus¬ 
try, as well as government, culminating 
in the highest mortal ideal, the brother¬ 
hood of the human race. In so leairing 
I bear no ill will toward the people’s 
party or any other reform party. And 
bidding adieu, I have the firm hope that 
I will meet the majority of true reform¬ 
ers again on the Social Democratic plat¬ 
form, sooner or later, according to how 
quickly and thoroughly each grasps the . 
situation.. Yours fraternally, 

Dr. C. Wirth. 

YOUR VOTE AND YOUR SYMPATHY 

Bj Hurry V. Vymft 

■“Trust no (utun!, howe'r pleasant, 

Let the (leaHl past bury its dead. 

ACT—.'\CT in the living present. 

Heart within and God o'erhead.” 

—Henry Wadsworth Longfellow. 

I watched one day a cat playing with 
a mouse which it had caught; ir^vould 
allow it a little freedom to spur it to 
renewed efforts for liberty, then would 
pounce upon it again, then relcase .it, 
until it finally killed th? little creature. 
This little incident brought to my mind 
the struggle between labor and capital 
in the United States. The mouse was 
oppressed by what wa.s apparently the 
stronger, ju.st ar labor is oppressed by 
what apparently is the stronger. Yet in 
reality in which class lies'the strength? 
.•Ml laborers individually are as the 
mouse, in the hands o! the capitalists. 
Imagine a mouse realizing its power, 
calling together its fellow-mice, co¬ 
operating witji them, and in one united 
co-operative onslaught overpowering 
the cat and ending its existence. So 
could the laborer crush and abrogate 
the capitalist were he to combine with 
his fellows and in one combined co¬ 
operative endeavor take to himself that 
which is rightfully his. Single-handed 
he is powerless; as a part of an prgaii- 
ized body he is all powerful. The capi¬ 
talist class now plays with labor as the 
cat with the mouse; it allows it a little 
freedom to spur it to renewed efforts, 
then crushes it again. If labor does not 
awaken to the needs of the .situation 
and combination is not effected, it will 
be crushed when such combination will 
be too late to be effective. Many work¬ 
ingmen look at the temporary relief 
sometimes given them by half-way re¬ 
formers as a good thing for them—just 
as the mouse thinks temporary free¬ 
dom is a good chance for him to escape, 
but its results are always reactionary. 
Shall we advocate, as the Bryan element 
does, the election of a man who would 
retard the perfection of industrial or¬ 
ganization? Or shall we support the 
man who would seize for the common 
good these beautiful, co-operative, sys¬ 
tematized industries after they have 
been perfected? 

I say let us stop this silly play. Let 
us stop this commpromising before our 
compromises have been accepted. Get 
down to good hard work and toil hard 
for the final ending. "Hitch your 
wagon to a star,” and not to a flimsy 
balloon which may at any, time burst 
and precipitate you to the ground. Aim 
high and don’t forget to do more than 
talk, but act. Action speaks a thou¬ 
sand times louder than words. And 
don’t be a hypocrite; don’t preach So¬ 
cialism and then go to the ballot box 
and act something else. Don’t talk 
Socialism and then cast your vote for 
everything under the sun but Socialism 1 
And don’t croak. If there is anything 
that makes one feel disgusted it is_ to 
see a man going around saying,"Social¬ 
ism is fine, excellent; I believe in it, but 
we cannot win.” You cannot get re¬ 
sults unless you work for them and 
work hard; you cannot get political re¬ 
forms unless you votf for them—not 
only preach, but vote for them. If 
every Socialist would say, "Well, we 
can’t elect our ticket this y^, so what 
is the use of voting for it?” we would 
never get a step farther. By showing 
a large increase in your vote each year 
you would attract thousands who now 
say Socialism is impracticable and many 
others would open their eyes to our 
rapid growth and would say, "Well, 
there must be something practical in 
this or it wouldn’t grow so fast.” There¬ 
fore, don’t forget that the only way to 
get Socialism is to vote for it, and not 
simply talk for it. Talk is che^; it’s 
action we ■want and need, and I hope 
you will be manly and true in Novem¬ 
ber by voting the straight Socialist 
ticket, headed by those illustrious cham¬ 
pions of labor and Justice, Eugene V. 
Debs and Job Hamman. 

Have TOOT enrd Inserted In tbe 
BRAJrtiHDIBBCrrOBT, 85 Cento per 
It will belp yon In the work 
in yoor looiUty. 


SOCIAL DEMOCRATIC PARTY 

WHEN ORGANIZED AND WHY 

The Social Democratic party was or- national secretary, together with the 
ganized at Chicago, June ii, 1898. _ At names arid postoffice addresses of all 
that time and for many years previous the members and the required fee as 
there existed the Socialist Labor party^ hereinafter specified, whereupon a 
an organization controlled by a faction charter is issued by the national secre- 
in New York and conducting its affairs tary and the branch is duly organized 
generally throughout the country and prepared for active operation, 
through a system of espionage and per- The admission fee is 25 cents per 
secution of individuals, which was car- member and quarterly dues 25 cents 
ried to the extreme of suspending or ex- per quarter, payable in advance, on or 
pelling members on causes of the most before the 1st 'day of January, ist day 
trivial character and for no cause at all. of April, ist day of July and ist day of 
and always arrayed in hostility toward October. If the branch is instituted on 
the regular trades unions and thbse or before the middle of the quarter, 
connecied with organized labor. dues for the full quarter must be paid; 

The, Socialist movement in the if the branch is instituted after the mid- 
United States never made any notable die of the quarter, the members are ex¬ 
advance as a result of the propaganda empt for said quarter, 
of the Socialist Labor party. While its The admission fee of 25 cents and 
principles were, in the main, sound and (piarterly dues of 25 cents for each 
revolutionary, its spirit and method member must accompany the secre- 
were repulsive and directly subversive tary’s report, else charter cannot be is- 
of the ends which, as a Socialist organ- sued. 

izalion, it sought to attain. The vote Fees and Dues—How Applied 

cast for candidates of this party, con- question is sometimes asked, 

fined chiefly to New \ork City, was “What use is made of the funds paid in 
trilling, whether in local, state or na- i,j, members?” Information on this 
tioiial elections. It could not have been point is sought for by those who have 
otherwise, for the objectionable ‘party not been accustomed to paving dues in 
tactics were supplemented by the nar- political organizations. It is' well known 
row hipotry of a party organ, the Peo- large amounts of money re- 

pic, a weekly paper of very limited cir- faired for campaign purposes by the 
culation. , , t- . , ”1‘1 parties are obtained from cor'-ora- 

In Spite of the methods of the Social- tions and financial concerns, and that 
1st Labor party, however, and with al- (i,^. and file of the voters are sel- 
most no help from those known to be donj jf ever called upon to contribute, 
identified with iJiat organization, the Socialist movement- necessarily de- 

propaganda for Socialism was true ami p^nds for its financial support upon 
constant and tlie cause itself won new tj^osc who accept the principles of So- 
advocates and adherents in all parts of sialism. The propaganda is maintained 
tlie country. This was noticeably true great personal sacrifice on the 

m the years 1894-96-98, when the So- those who can ill afford to make 

cialist vote was 33*^33* 3”^5^4 9^»' g. Put little could be accomplished, 

953- respectively, the last item includ- however, without organization, and 
iiig the first vote of the Social Demo- since no organization committed to the 
cratic party and representing the total re\oIutionary principles of Socialism 
vote cast for Socialism in 1898. In that hope for financial support from the 
year the Social Democratic party was class which the adoption of these prin- 
organized, but in only three or four ciples will dispossess of the means of 
states and a few communities in these exploiting the working class, no other 
states was the new party well enough alternative remains but to provide ways 
organized to dp effective work. Pre- Cleans to apportion the expense 

vious to that, ^ however, in January, burden among the members. The 
1897, Eugene V. Debs issued a card niethod of doing this in the Social 
announcing his conversion and arlhcr- Democratic party lias been expiaineu, 
ence to the principles of Socialism. This expense is $i per year for each 

action on the part of one so well and incmhcr. In considertition of the pay- 
favorahly known to the country, cou- ^ent of this amount a member re¬ 
pled with the great upheaval following ceives every week' a copy of the Social 
the Pullman strike, un(|ucstionably had Democratic* Herald, the regular sub- 
much to do with the marked increase of scription ))rice of' which is Fifty Cents, 
the Socialist vote from 36,504 in 189^ jj ^ feature of the policy of the party,, 
to 91.953 in 1898. Here was a jump of jujitified by results in the past, that 
55*3^ votes m two years. In the two every member of the organization is 
years previous, 94 to 9^r there helped and the interests of the party 

was an increase of only 3,431. promoted by giving him a paper con- 

Another factor to be reckoned with tainiiig news and information of the 
in this connection is this, that while, as niovement and the organizaliom A 
already stated, the Socialist L^tbor publishing business and an organiza- 
party papers had very limited circula- require the services of a national 

tion and m whole states and divisions jj^cretarv and editor and these persons 
of the country were entmely unknown, paid. Then there are such 

such publicatKms as the Coming Nation as office rept, stationery, and so 

(disiinclively Socialistic after August, f^^j-th. that cannot be avoided because 
1896) and the Appeal to Reason, with inseparable from tlie work to he done, 
a combined circulation of 100,axi seen that there is ur- 

copies weekly, were disseminating dollar paid into the 

ciahst pruKiples where Socialist Labor organization and that the expenditure 
party pap^s were never seen and going interest and for 

in far greater numbers than Socialist extension of the principles upon 
Labor party papers into sections of the ^yidch the organization is based, 
country where the largest Socialist vote Party's Existence 

'^Th? cause of Socialism was advanc- P^rt.y was organized a most 

ing not because of the Sociaig Ubor - -astic an -o^- sp.u^^h^^ 

attitude toward those who wire coming ° 

to an acceptance of the root principle 
of Socialism, but without its help and 

in spite of a species of insanity that " th. I ‘"any newspapers 

char^terized its alleged propaganda. Ph’ 

The Coming Nation and Appeal to Ti orculation 

Reason have been a positive, vital force f . 

in whatever acquisition to the Socialist of the ^rtJ' 

movement has been shown at the polls object of the, Social Democratic 

since 1896 and even before. P^rty, stated in the platform, which will 

The Social Democratic party was or- O'-’ '““pa on the fourth page of this 
ganized, not for the purpose of multi- P"P£.ri 'f' . . 

plying parties avowing the same princi- ,.rtt the organiration of the 
pies, but both as a natural consequence w'orking class into a political party to 
of a growing American sentiment fa- ‘"e P“bl'c powers now con- 

vorable to Socialism and as a protest tolled by capitalists, 
against a pernicious policy which, to • Second The abolition of wage- 
the present time, is a hindrance to the slavery by the establishment of a na- 
growth of the movement. rtonaj sys'em of c^o; erative industry, 

„ _ , . based upon the soaal or common own- 

How Organized ership of the meaps of production and 

Five or more persons can organize a distribution,- to be administered by so- 
brarich of the Soaal Democratic party, ciety in the common interest of all its 
Any reputable person subscribing to members, and the complete emancipa- 
the principles of the organization is eli- tjQn of the socially useful classes from 
gible to membership. the domination of capitalism.” 

Desiring to organize a branch, appli- At the national convention of the So- 
cation should be made to the irational gja! Democratic party, .held at Indian¬ 
secretary for copies of the constitution, apolis, March 6 to 9, 19 o, a revised 
which should be placed in the hands of constitution was adopted. This consti- 
the prospective members. In these will tution is submitted to the members for 
be found the declaration of jirindples, a referendary vote and appears in an¬ 
as also the laws of the organization. other place in this paper. 

Having secured the names of five or Any additional information will be 
more Socialists, a meeting is called and promptly furnished on application to 
the branch is instituted by electing a Theodore Debs, national secretary, 126 
secretary, treasurer and organizer. Washin^n street, Chicago. 

The names of these officers are forth- .. . . 

with transmitted by the secretary to the Subscribe for « The Herald ” 
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REPUBLICAN LOOTERS IN CUBA 

After the blowing up of the Maine in 
the harbor of Havana the United States 
government, in the njime of God and 
good government, started in to confer 
upon the Cuban people, who had been 
plundered for centuries by the merce¬ 
nary Spaniards, the blessings of civiliza¬ 
tion according to American ideals. 
Scarcely had this work begun when the 
whole, civilized world was shocked by 
the discovery of systematic frauds car¬ 
ried on by favorites of the republican 
administration, and the latter today 
stands disgraced and all its hypocritical 
professions unmasked before the world. 
Strenuous efforts are being made to 
suppress the facts, but enough is known 
to convict the administration and those 
of its place-holders who have jimmied 
the Cuban -safe, to make a return to 
power impossible with the aid of ballots 
cast by decent people. A large number 
of “true and tried” republican office¬ 
holders are involved in the schemes of 
robbery organized by the "civilizers.” 
Their lootings have not been confined to 
the postoffice, as is shown by a report 
that a spur of railroad outside of the 
city of Havana has cost the Cubans 
$1400,000, notwithstanding that it could 
have been built at a maximum cost of 
$125,000. Thus the art of good gov¬ 
ernment and the blessings of civilization 
which a policy of imperialism seeks to 
foist upon a people no better off by 
being freed from Spanish robbers, are 
made paltry and contemptible. 

Neely, the loyal republican who held 
the office of treasiu’er of the postoffice 
department of Cuba, once made himself 
conspicuous at Muncie, Ind., by trying 
to break up one of Eugene Debs’ meet¬ 
ings. This is the fellow who has been 
guilty of frauds the extent of which has 
not yet been ascertained. 

Rathbone, one of Marcus Hanna’s 
.right-hand men, accused of bribing a 
member of the Ohio legislature in be¬ 
half of McKinley’s chief adviser, has 
been relieved from duty for being 
caught,in the act of trying to graft re- 
public.!* methods on the good govern¬ 
ment of iCuba. . 

Of s^h is the kingdom of the Hanna- 
MdKitjley republican combine! 

A prominent resident of Washington 
says of this outrage: “We entered 
Cuba with promises to the world that 
we would administer the affairs of that 
islimd with integrity and in a spirit of 
fair play. The result is too shocking to 
contemplate without anger. The un¬ 
fortunate part of the matter is that we 
have yet to hear of the most outrageous 
betrayals of public and personal faith. 
I am informed by reliable persons that 
the conditions in Cuba are simply 
shocking. The government of that isl¬ 
and has- been little short of an organ¬ 
ized loot.” 


NOTES AND COMMENT 

It is pleasant to know and be able to 
record the fact that, notwithstanding 
the Herald for many weeks was made 
the vehicle for all the communications 
for and against union it could carry, 
there has been a steady addition of new 
branches and a breaking of ground for 
the Social Democratic party in new ter¬ 
ritory. Since the Indianapolis conven¬ 
tion seventy-six new branches have 
sprung into life to work for the cause 
of human freedom. In this total the 
southern states are represented with 
eight branches, the east with thirteen 
and the west with fifty-five. The or¬ 
ganization now has a grand total of 300 
branches, the result of less than two 
years’ work, and ^he prospect for great 
increase and wide extension of the par¬ 
ty’s influence has never been as bright 
as now. No such organization of So¬ 
cialists has heretofore existed in the 
United States. Let us push forward to 
greater achievement. 


FRENCH VIEW OF BELLAMY 

Our scientific comrades of France are 
reported in the following dispatch from 
Paris to have just discovered in Bella¬ 
my's “Looking Backward” the “best in¬ 
strument of Socialistic propaganda ex¬ 
tant.” This news is pleasing to some 
of us who organized Nationalist clubs 
back in 1889, but will throw some peo¬ 
ple into a conniption fit: 

“Paris, May 12.—^The Federation of 
Socialists has just discovered Edward 
Bellamy’s “Looking Backward.” Lead¬ 
ers here are wildly enthusiastic and call 
the book the best instrument of Social¬ 
istic propaganda extant. They are hav¬ 
ing a French translation made. A cheap 
edition will be printed and distributed 
free by the million. Jean Jaures, the 
Socialist leader, saidt 

“The American mastei piece was quite 
unknown to us till now. We expect the 
book will do wonders toward dissipat¬ 
ing hostile ignorance against our ideas. 
We shall erect a statue to Bellamy in 
Paris within six months. He has con¬ 
tributed more than twenty Deweys to¬ 
gether to the glory of the American 
nation.” 


When all the votes cast by members 
in good standing or otherwise on the 
proposition submitted by the executive 
board are counted, the result is a total 
of 2,702, a larger referendum vote than 
was ever cast by any Socialist party in 
this country. The vote was divided as 
follows: Ag^nst union, 1453; for, 
1,249. determines the issue and set¬ 
tles the question. The Social Demo¬ 
cratic party , will now proceed with its 
proper work of organization. If others 
want political co-operation in the com¬ 
ing campaign, that can be arranged. If 
not, the S. D. P. will arrange its own 
campaign and attend to its own affairs. 

We publish this week some very in¬ 
teresting news and letters from Iowa, 
where the beginnings of a great move¬ 
ment favorable to the Social Demo¬ 
cratic party are discernible. Tlie cor¬ 
respondence is indicative of a state of 
affairs existing wherever honest men 
have tired of fusion and come to see in 
Socialism the logical ground and pro¬ 
gram for the future. Comrade Ricker 
has. been chosen state organizer'for the 
S. D. P. in Iowa. We cordially wel¬ 
come him and his co-workers to the 
International Socialist movement. 


The Western Socialist News is the 
name of a new monthly that comes to 
the support of the Sodal Democratic 
party. It is edited by G. C Qcmens, 
and this fact in itself will be a guaranty 
of mighty interesting issues in the fu¬ 
ture. The subscription is 50 cents a 
year; office, Topeka, Kan. 


Reports that letters have been re¬ 
ceived from members who voted against 
unio'n regretting their action, are un¬ 
qualifiedly false. Such reports emanate 
from those who had union consum¬ 
mated by 95 per cent of the members 
long before the vote was taken. The 
trouble with some people is that they 
are too cock-sure that they are right 
and all others wrong. 


While the looting of Cuba under an 
American administration is progressing, 
the patriots of the corporations at home 
are raiding the public treasury with all 
sorts of jobs, the latest being an attempt 
to appropriate $725,000 to a private 
company for a pneumatic-tube service 
worth only $225,000. How the capital¬ 
ist class does love the country I 


The republican party is to be put in 
the attitude of leading the fight against 
its most trusty supporters—the trusts. 
The republican leaders will appeal to 
the people to save them from the 
power, of which they are a part, which 
has controlled all republican legislation 
for thirty years. 


Reports that the general government 
will take a hand in the strike and pro¬ 
tect non-union men on the Chicago fed¬ 
eral building are doubtless without 
foundation. The administration will do 
nothing until after election, when the 
votes are counted. 


Comrades E. V. Dehs, Berger and 
Stedman left Chicago last Friday to at¬ 
tend a meeting at New York. In nejrt 
week’s Herald the outcome of this 
meeting will be reported. 

Wyoming is going to be heard from. 
T. C. Tidball, formerly national com¬ 
mitteeman of the people’s party, has, 
resigned and is in the field org^anizing 
the S. D. P. 

A prominent supporter of Bryan in 
1896, W. J. Walker, says the state of 
Washington will show 15,000 votes for 
the Socialist ticket. 


The American Ice company of New 
York city has raised the price of ice 
from 30 cents a hundred pounds last 
year to 60 cents this season. This is 
done because the people are so prosper¬ 
ous and the company does not wish to 
pose as a philanthropic institution. 

Gen. Wood says t'.ie Cuban mail 
service should not be blamed for the 
faults of a handful of rascals. Very 
true; and nobody is blaming Cuba. 
The blame is on the administration 
which is responsible for the rascals, and 
it can’t be shaken off. 


Porto Ricans are now enjoying the 
blessed privilege of being independent 
under the stars and stripes, with'•em¬ 
ployment at road building for 39 cents 
a day. 




It has been found that one Boer is 
equal to four Britishers, but when the 
fifth red jacket.is added the Boer farmer 
finds the odds too great and retreat is 
necessary. 

The hard-working laborer / receiving 
$1.50 a day would have to work 150 
ears to earn an amount equal to 
'ockefeller’s income for a single day. 

. To catch “suckers” some of the big 
corporations and trusts will pot a 10 
per cent-caise-in-wages bait on the re¬ 
publican hook. 

If the McKinley administration wins 
on its record, the prospects of the 
country for honesty and self-respect 
will be in-a bad Way. 


INDIVIDUALISM RIPE FOR CHANGE 

Amid all the turmoil of the political 
world, the careful student of economics 
can see that there is but one problem 
worthy of public attention. History 
takes cognizance of several thousand 
years in the life of the human race, 
during which time we have lived_ under 
a system of individualism. This sys¬ 
tem has reached its highest attainment. 
It has fulfilled its mission in that it has 
preserved the strongest, in that it has 
developed. the survival of the fittest. 
Under its workings the best in material 
civilization has been attained. Its motto 
has been “Every one for himself, every¬ 
thing for itself, that the strongest and 
best may survive.” We do not contend 
that this system has not been the best 
for the world until the present time, 
and we do not pretend to say that a 
continuation of this system would not 
in the ages to come, as in the ages 
past, tend to develop the race along ma¬ 
terial line*. We think we can clearly 
see that under its operations the strong 
.Anglo-Saxon race would become the 
conquerors of the world, and that in a 
material sense progress would be un¬ 
checked. * * » • However, 

a system to be aceepted for all time 
must be judged by the sum total of its 
effects. When we judge the individual¬ 
istic system in this way; we can see un- 
tolfl misery and suffering for a large 
part of the human race. The first" great 
instinct of man is to live, the second is 
to live happily. Individualism knows 
no humanity. Its vital principle is sel¬ 
fishness. It gets all it can and keeps 
it for its own pleasure. It carries its 
selfishness beyond the grave, giving to 
its posterity all it has created, with the 
injunction attached that the ne.xt in line 
of succession add as much thereto as 
possible. In order that individualism 
injure no one, it needs for its operation 
limitless space. So long as it does not 
take all. no misery results, but when it 
reaches the limits of a given space, then 
the master and slave are created. • * 

.* • * We live in a world confined 

to so many square miles. These sijuare 
miles are confined to so many acres and 
acres to rods and rods to feet. In other 
words we' have a fixed and inexpansive 
space for our abode. With the people 
who are to live and draw their suste¬ 
nance from this .space, there is no such 
limit. The multiplication of the species 
is the unwritten law of nature. Now, 
let us state the problem more clearly 
for our consideration. First, a limited 
space from which.to draw our suste¬ 
nance ; second, a population constantly 
and inevitably expanding; third, an in¬ 
dividualistic system which gives to in¬ 
dividuals a fixed and permanent con¬ 
trol of a given space and the resources 
thereof; fourth, the inevitable accretion 
on the part of the naturally strong and 
the loss of all holding on the part of 
the weak; fifth, the “few” children born 
with the legal right to the control of all 
the resources of the earth and the 
“many” of posterity, with no privilege 
to the use of the earth excepting as 
they may pay tribute to the few; sixth, 
millionaires and tramps, landlords and 
tenants, masters and slaves, control of 
the earth, the liberty, the person and 
the destiny of the many by the few. 
Let us admit that individualism will 
build great navies, construct guns of 
enormous size, and projectiles of great 
destructive power; that it will produce 
magnificent archit^ture; that it will de¬ 
velop man’s material genius by the 
strife engendered by individual rivalry 
and the desire on the part of each man 
to surpass his neighbor, but also let us 
admit that it will inevitably destroy 
democracy and equality, and that it will 
absorb into the hands of the few all 
the natural resources of the earth; that 
it is the destroyer of happiness, of 
honor, of virtue, of all the finer sensi¬ 
bilities of the race, and that it is the 
promoter of crime, beggary, vice and 
all the warlike and barbaric instincts of 
man. * * * • • Xhe question for 
solution now is, “Which is to be more 
considered, property rights and the per¬ 
petuation of the same, or human life 
and the happiness of the race?” If we 
are to promote the latter, we must 
change our system. We must take away 
from the few the right to own and be¬ 
queath the earth and the fullness there¬ 
of, and place all the resources of the 
land at the disposal of the race to be 
used only for sustaining of life. The 
state, the body of people collectively, 
must become "he protector and sus- 
tainer of every human life. ,We must 
substitute for individualjsm the system 
of co-operation. These two systems are 
wholly at variance wdth each other. 
They cannot be compromised in any 
way. The one cham^nons the right of 
the individual to take all that strength 
and emnning -will give, and to use tot 
for his own selfi^ desires, 'while the 


other champions the right of evepr man 
to the free use of that which will sus¬ 
tain life and promote happiness. Indi¬ 
vidualism is brutal. It is barbaric. It 
is cannibalistic and belongs with the 
dark ages from which man has 
emerged. It has served its purpose 
and if longer continued will involve the 
world in misery and pain too great for 
expression. The co-operative system 
is human, Christian, brotherly. It con¬ 
ceives all mankind as having a common 
interest in life. It defends the weak, 
champions the oppressed, promotes all 
that IS good and beautiful in human 
character. It will give happiness and 
contentment to all the people. Vice, 
crime and all the relics of barbarism 
will disappear under its mellowing in¬ 
fluence. Shall we be barbarians or hu¬ 
manitarians ?. is the question we must 
solve and solve soon. The capitalistic 
parties stand for invidualism and bar¬ 
barism. The Socialists are for co-oper¬ 
ation and humanity. 

Lone Tree,'" Iowa. 

A. W. Ricker. 


. A NEW POLITICAL CODE 

Pitch parly to. the devil, boys—let’s take a 
pull together. 

And see what progress we can make when 
working for ourselves; 

Too long we’ve followed demagogues, as 
sheep do the bell-wether. 

And when they got in office they laid us on 
the shelves. 

Select the men for candidates who stood the 
brunt of battle 

Before stern railway managers, who sought 
to lake their lives. 

The men who fought for justice where fierce 
war of words did rattle. 

Though oft it meant starvation for their 
little ones and wives. 

Pitch party to the devil, boys—choose men 
who never faltered 

When hunger and the blacklist awaited 
their defeat; 

Who never sold their manhood or their code 
of justice altered. 

If the battle went against them and com¬ 
pelled them to retreat. 

Republicans and democrats, and populists and 
others, 

.Always used us and denied us every right 
for which we fought; 

So, hereafter, choose our candidates from 
’mongst our faithful brothers. 

Those who faced the foe to aid us—they’re 
the men who can’t be bought. 

—Shandy Maguire, in Locomotive Firemen’s 

Magazine. 


FROM A DEAD NUMBER 

Editor Social Democratic Herald— 
My Dear Comrade; I am so well 
pleased with the vote on the fusion of 
the two Socialist parties that I must 
send in congratulations. To my mind 
a union, at this time, and in such an 
unsatisfactory way, was an absolute im¬ 
possibility. I am glad the name—So¬ 
cialist Democratic party—came out 
whole. The name i.s a winner. It is suf¬ 
ficiently .\merican to suit every .Ameri¬ 
can. It covers the whole reform ques¬ 
tion. To change the name would be 
taking a step backward. Our enemies 
would rejoice over such a step. Every 
true reformer and Socialist will come 
over to it in time. A ship that is sailing 
on as grandly as Social Democracy will 
never go begging for passengers or 
crew. 

For reasons once stated in the Her¬ 
ald, I have been a dead number in the 
reform world, but I never , once forgot 
to be a Socialist. Jlo honest man ever 
renounced Socialism after being truly 
converted to the cause. Socialism is 
politics and religion amalgamated into 
one gospel. To work for the good of 
man is far more tangible than to work 
for the glory of God. To love the crea¬ 
ture is the highest respect man can ren¬ 
der to the CreatojP Nothing on earth 
higher than man; nothing anjTvhere 
higher than his Creator. Food and 
shelter for the creature is veneration for 
the Creator; justice for man is the high¬ 
est tribute we can offer to the author 
of human existence; and Socialism in¬ 
cludes all. • 

If human life is not sacred, if human 
justice is not sacred, if an opportunity 
for all to earn a livelihood is not sacred, 
then nothing is sacred, and the whole 
universe is a miserable farce—^a night¬ 
mare of hunger and want—:a dream 
among moldy graves—a skeleton in 
rags—a mockery—a gall-covered curse. 

Labor can win a victory this year 
without electing a single candidate. 
Every vote is a victory—pile them up. 
The old party sharks are already 
a-tremble. The creators of wealth 
should be the creators of law. They 
should be the supreme judges, they 
should be the government, they should 
own the world. 

But how can we arouse enthusiasm 
in monopoly cursed Pennsylvania? 
These poor slaves are still owned by 
the bosses, and the bosses are owned, 
body and soul, by the corporations. 
They will not read, they will not think, 
they will not act like free men. We 
have not \ single paper to teach them 
the truth. We need newspapers that 
publish all the news, the same as the 
plute papers, and teach Socialism in 
small doses. A thoroughly Socialist 
paper scares them. Their mental stom¬ 
ach is weak, their brains are dulled with 
superstition and prejudice; moral cow- 
.ardice is in the very air, conscience lies 
sleeping, liberty is dead. 

I fear it would be a-waste of powder 
to hunt for such timid game. Perhaps 
It is best to talk to people who will 
listen, who will read and who will think. 
Our people only drift with the tide, and 
we must wait here until the flood 


reaches our shore. We have no organ- 
izations, no leaders, no workers, no one 
to rouse the sleeping wage slaves for 
the battle this year. 

Let us work this year in localities 
where the cause is beginning to flourish, 
where the fire of truth is already lighted^ 
where the hope of freedom is already a 
part of human life, where men are ready 
and willing to take hold, where the 
shackles are already broken, where the 
hearts beat strong, where the warm 
blood courses through responsive veins, 
and where laboring men i^alize that 
they are the only source of wealth. 

Jersey Shore, Pa. Jacob Huff. 


SOCIALISM THE SUPREME FORCE 

By G«orire Dalei 

Socialism is the ripe fruit of pure 
democracy, made imperative and in¬ 
evitable by the conditions arising out 
of the socialization of industry and in¬ 
tercourse, and is the' only condition 
possible finally to a free, enlightened 
and moral people. Philosophicallly, it 
is based upomthe highest'conception of 
justice, and recognizes for the first time 
in hi.story in connection with human 
polity the mutuality of all true human 
interests, and that equality which na¬ 
ture so indelibly and persistently 
stamps upon mankind. 

Historically, Socialism is phenome¬ 
nal and unique; as a world movement it 
has no parallel; born of Social necessity, 
it comes in its due-time arid order, and, 
wlnSre the social seed field is especially 
favorable, it wins its way with the most 
imperfect and sometimes unconscious 
jiropaganda. Ignoring all fortuitous 
distinctions, appealing to the truly hu¬ 
man in man, it sweeps into its ever- 
swelling ranks the earnest, the thought¬ 
ful and best of every race. 

Intellectually, it is, to the honest and 
unprejudiced, irresistible, satisfying 
alike the iiroof-demanding, systematic 
thinker as readily as the common-sense 
trusting mass of humanity. Rather 
than utopian, it is the widest possible 
application of common-sense to human 
relationships in the place of inherited 
prejudice and privilege with their count¬ 
less train of barbarities. 

Socialism has many teachers, but no 
prophets, and is not taught by author- 
. ity, ever keeping the “open door” to the 
expanding mind and soul, and multiplies 
cause with its own mysterious rapidity 
because nothing short of it fully satisfies 
man’s natural impulsion toward perfec¬ 
tion. Its root .principle has been the 
in.spiration of the noblest in all times, 
and all that is sweet and strong and 
true in philosophy, art, religion and lit¬ 
erature is making for Socialism as truly 
as the gigantic economic forces of to¬ 
day. NVhile the material and economic 
side is properly advanced fi?st, being 
the basis and governing all other con¬ 
ditions. Socialism carries more in its lap 
than bread. Fraternity, a true social 
communion, now impossible, it is tiie 
mighty touch of nature making the 
whole world kin—it is the great heart¬ 
beat of humanitv. 


A REMARKABLE EDITORIAL 

A correspondent recently wrote the . 
New York Evening Journal asking what 
were the four greatest movements in 
the world today. The paper replied in 
a long editorial, headed “Earth’s Four 
Great Movements, and a Fifth That 
Makes the Four Seem Petty.” The 
four movements it specified were: 1. 
The struggle of Russia to get world 
territory. 2. The counter movement of 
England to absorb the world. 3. The 
German army, forming a formidable ob¬ 
stacle to Russian invasion of western 
Europe. 4. The Roman church. After 
explaining these the editorial goes on 
to say: 

“These four movements in their effect 
on the fourteen hundred millions of hu¬ 
man insects who inhabit this earth seem 
to us most immportant. 

“More important than any of them, 
more important than all of them com¬ 
bined, perhaps, is the present movement 
toward industrial combination, gener¬ 
ally spoken of as the formation of trust*. 

“This extraordinary step in human 
social evolution must .bring .these re¬ 
sults : 

“Abolition of competition, which po¬ 
litical economy has hitherto held per¬ 
manently essential to human progress. 

_ “Abolition of the individual, of inffi- 
'vidual prowess, as a factor in further 
human progress. (?) 

“Compulsory, control of government 
—that is to say, by all the people—of all 
industries. 

“INAUGURATION OF NATION¬ 
AL AND ULTIMATELY INTERNA¬ 
TIONAL SOCIALISM. That is to 
say, of a system of society in which all 
the affairs of men will be managed by 
the social organism for the benefit of 
the social organism; and no longer by 
individuals for individuals, as our affair* 
are managed now. 

“Study this ^eat movement .of indus¬ 
trial or^nization. It is the most im¬ 
portant on our earth now.” 


Michigran Soolaltnta 

All Social Democrats and all una 
tached Socialists residing in Michigi 
are requested to write at once to Heni 
Ramsey, 84 Railroad street, Batt 
Creek, Mich., and thus aid in placing 
Social Democratic stete ticket in tl 
field this fall 
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TES FROM THE FIELD 

itH forget the entertainment and 
under Branch No, 7, Chicago, 
Friday evening, at Hygeia 


lf¥'- 


ouches Nos. 4 and 6 of Rockville, 
will have an outing at Nieder- 
?’$■ grove. May 27, to which all 
des and their friends arc invited. 
Corinne Brown addressed a 
at 65 North Clark street on the 
“What Position Shall Women 
4 ^*ein the Political World?’’ There 
good attendance and an interest- 

■ • y discussion followed the address. 

^^Jiaflches^os. 4 and 7, Chicago, will 
-yW arrangements for a lawn party 
: ^a merry time at 1541 Central boule- 
‘5 ^1^ in the near future, when Social 
, jo^mocrats and their friends will be ex- 
jeeted to turn out to the last man. 

Friday evening. May 25, an enter- 
jlianent and dance will be given at 
Qmia ball, under the auspices of 
luanch 7 of the S, D. P. It is hoped 
^ there will be a large turn out of 
. 5odafists and their friends on this occa- 
wn. 

Jhe following state committee ha* 
le»elected in New Hampshire: Chair- 
luaa, Charles H. Mellen, Somersworth; 
wue^chairman, S. F. Claflin, Manches- 
tff; secretary, George Howe, Manches¬ 
ter; treasurer, C. G. Levan, Manches¬ 
ter; organizer, J. H. Bartlett. Bedford. 

Beginning next Sunday afternoon a 
leties of meetings will be held at Arena 
bill, 594 East Sixty-third street, to 
which the public is cordially invited. 
The hour set for these meetings is 3 
u'dock. “The addresses will be given 
ly Social Democrats, to be followed by 
duenssion. 

■ An error occurred in the report of 
' the Illinois state convention last week. 
The committee elected to represent the 
party in negotiations for political co¬ 
operation with the S. L. P. was not cor- 
KCtly given. Those chosen to serve on 
the committee were F. G. Strickland, 
R.H. Johnson, H. H. Fraelich. Sey¬ 
mour Stedman. W'. C. Horgan, Ellen 
Edwards and Mrs. Corinne Brown. 

A Urge number of Social Democrats 
enjoyed an unusually pleasant evening 
on Wednesday, May 16, at the home of 
Comrade W. "C. Horgan, Fulton street. 
occ.ision was the marriage of Com- 
; ate Michael Holsinger and Miss 
Maud Horgan. About 130- invited 
i gaests were present, and the merry- 
, mi^g time had will long be remem- 
•; bend. Mr. and Mrs. Holsinger have 

■ die best wishes of a host of friends. 

The Herald learns with great pleas- 
; (R oFiihe continued advocacy of the 

r 'ples of Social Democracy by the 
Father Grady, at Covington, Ky. 
ndyicinity. On Tuesday, May 15, he 
telivbred an eloquent and inspiring 
; , tectore to an enthusiastic audience of 
: about 500 at Odd Fellows’ Hall. Coy- 
iagton. This is his fourth lecture within 
monts. The branch at Covington 
ii flourishing. 


Kew Hampsbire Ticket 
The following ticket has been nomi- 
amed in New Hampshire: 

For Governor—Sumner F. Claflin, 
; Ibiichester. 

■■ -For Coi^essman, First District— 
_; Atigiamin 'T. Whitehouse, Dover. 

‘ ^OT Congressman, Second District— 
; Edward E. Southwick, Merrimack. 

' , For Presidential Electors—^James F. 
Origin A. Downing, John H. 
•Bartlett and Louis Arnstein. 
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Iowa Soctaliste 

reformers living in Iowa who a 
* ‘ed in the Social Democracy a 
ed to communicate with the u 
ed. By unanimous vote of tl 
P- P. branches of the state I hai 
made the party organizer for tl 
I desire the name of every S 
in Iowa. A. W. Ricker. 

Tree, Iowa. 


"A-fi 






Oar Connecticut Readers 
■nattached Socialists in the state 
ticut are requested to write 
laf, 26 Spring street. Rock- 
information concerning the or- 
of branches. 

■^Tennessee Socialists: For the 
of organizing branches and 
1 ticket out this fall, the imder- 
^(rges that you ■write to him at 
•o send him a list of all miat- 
ialists. Wro. L. Hamilton, 
Branch No. i, 323 
Mhville, Tenn. 




W BRANCHES 

’ branches of the Social 
party organized since a 
re located at 
ash. 

A Mont 



VOTE ON THE CONSTITUTION 

The following constitution is sub- 
mitted to the membership for a refer- 
dum vole. It was adopted at the In¬ 
dianapolis convention to be referred to 
the members for approval or rejection. 
Branches are requested to take it up at 
once and report action through their 
local secretaries to the national secre¬ 
tary, 126 Washington street, Chicago, 
not later than June 23. The question 
is on the adoption or rejection of the 
constitution as it stands, and the vote 
must be Yes or No. 

NATIONAL ORGANIZATION. 

Section 1. This organization shall be 
known as the Social jDemocratic Party of 
America, and its headquarters shall be located 
at such place as the national conventions of 
the party may appoint, or as may be fixed by 
the National Executive Board subject to a 
referendum vote. 

Sec. 2. The Social Democratic Party ot 
America shall be organized as follows: 

First—Local branches limited to five hun¬ 
dred members each. 

Second—A National Executive Board' of 
nine members, five of whom shall be chosen 
from territory convenient to the national 
headquarters, and shall be called '‘resident 
members.” and the remaining four shall be 
chosen, so far as possible, from other parts 
of the country. All mem^rs of the Execu¬ 
tive Board shall have equal rights and powers; 
but the resident members shall have power 
to act and a majority of said resident mem¬ 
bers sh.*iH constitute a quorum. The non¬ 
resident members shall not be required to be 
present at all meetings of the board, but 
shall be kept advised of all proceedings of 
the board. The Executive Board shall be 
elected by the national convention. 

Third—The form of state organizations 
shall be left to the branches in the respective 
states. 

EXECUTIVE BOARD. 

Sec. 3. The Executive Board shall have 
supervision of the party organization, and 
shall have power to provide such rules, issue 
such orders and adopt such measures as may 
be required to carry out the object of the 
organization; provided, that no action shall 
be taken which will conflict with the consti¬ 
tution and declaration of principles. 

Sec. 4. The National Secretary, Treasurer 
and editor of the national organ, and such 
other officers as may be required, shall be 
elected, and their salaries fixed by the Ex¬ 
ecutive Board, to be approved by the direct 
vote of the party members through the ref¬ 
erendum; and they and each of them may be 
removed by the Executive Board, subject to 
such referendum. 

Sec. 5. The office of National Secretary 
ami Treasurer may be held by the same 
person. Such Secretary and Treasurer shall 
make a report of the financial standing of 
the party semi-annually, to be given to the 
branches, and shall make a report to the Ex¬ 
ecutive Board whenever required by it. 

Sec. 6. Members of the Executive Board 
shall receive no compensation for their ser\*- 
ices. They shall hold annual and stated 
meetings at time.s to be fixed by the Board, 
add -such special meetings as may be re¬ 
quired; reasonable notice shall be given to 
each of the members of the Executive Board 
of all meetings. 

Sec. 7. Any, member of the National Ex¬ 
ecutive Board may be removed, and his suc¬ 
cessor elected by a referendum vote, as here¬ 
inafter provided. All vacancies in the Ex¬ 
ecutive Board, however occurring, shall be 
filled by the remaining members of the 
board, subject to a referendum vote. 

Sec. 8. At each annual meeting of the 
board the officers of the board shall render 
complete reports of the transactions of their 
several offices, and transmit a copy thereof to 
each local branch. 

REVENUES AND FUNDS. 

Sec. 9. The revenue of the organization 
shall be derived from an admission fee of 
twenty-five cents for each member, and quar¬ 
terly dues of twenty-five cents for each mem¬ 
ber, payable in advance on the first days of 
January, April, July and October. 

Sec. 10. The funds of the organization 
shall be deposited in such bank or banks as 
the board may direct; and the National Sec¬ 
retary and Treasurer shall be required to ex¬ 
ecute a bond for the faithful performance of 
his duties in such an amount as the board 
may require. 

OFFICIAL PAPER. 

Sec. 11. This organization shall .continue 
the publication of the official paper, called 
the Social Democratic Herald, under the 
super^’ision of the Executive Board. Each 
member ^f the organization shall be entitled 
to a copy of the official paper in considera¬ 
tion 6f the, payment of quarterly dues. 

Sec. 12. The columns of the national organ 
shall be open at all times to reasonable crit¬ 
icism and discussion of party matters by 
members of the party. 

NATIONAL CONVENTIONS. 

Sec. 13. The national conventions of the 
organization shall be held quadriennially at 
some date prior to the first of June, and at 
such place as shall be decided upon by the 
National Elxecutive Board, subject to refer¬ 
endum vote, 

REFERENDUM. 

Sec 14. Tlic National Executive Board 
may submit any question to a referendum 
vote of all the members of the party in good 
standing. The referendum vote may also be 
had upon the petition of ten local branches 
addressed to the National Executive Board, 
requesting such board to submit any propo¬ 
sition therein specified to such referendum 
vote; and upon the receipt of such petition 
said board shall forthwith so submit such 
proposition. 

Upon the submission of any proposition to 
a referendum vote not less than three weeks 
shall be allowed for amendments to such 
proposition; and not le&s than six weeks, 
after the expiration of said three weeks, shall 
be allowed for the transmission of the votes 
to tile Executive Board; provided, that if the 
votes transmitted by all the branches in good 
standing shall have been received by the 
board before the expiration of such time, the 
board shall announce the result of such vote 
forthwith. 

LOCAL BRANCHES. 

Sec 15.—Any respectable person who sub¬ 
scribes to the principles of the Sbeial Demo¬ 
cratic Party and severs all connection, and 
renounces allegiance to all other political 
parties, shall be eligible to membership. 

Sec. 16. A local branch shall consist of not 
less than five, and not more than five hun- 
• dred members. Branches shall fix their own 
quorum. 

Sec i7v^ Any person desiring membership 
shall make application to the local branch, 
upon being recommended by a member of 
said branch. And if accepted by a majority 
vote, shall enrolled as a member. Upon 
objection to his admission being made, the 
matter shall be referred by the branch to the 
Central Committee of the locality, which shall 
have power to kct in the matter. In case 
the decision of the local committee shall be 


Branch No. n. Cbolaea, ptnnaoeor b«>«dQuar- 
tora. Room X PootofBoe Building. Open overy 
gening. Bualnon moetlnga ovorjr Thursday at 
S p. m. Public iQvltod. 

MlCaiOAN 

Bi^eh No. 1, BatUo CrMk, Hieh., comU Sod and 4th 
pniiaai of each month, at 3 p. m. at 10 W. Main Btraat, 
in ue iotamatiooal Congraaa Hall. All are eordialli 
iavitad. I#. C. Bocert. Baeratarjr. 

lllin«JB 80 TA 

Branch 1, Rod Lako Falls, moots orery other 
Sunday In real ootato oflloo of FtimI Qeoswoln, 
Rain St. A. Kiosiburjr, Socratary. 

KlSSOORl. 

8l Louis hoadquartors. Room 7, S3 N. Fourth 
Bt Address all oommunlcations to EL Val Put¬ 
nam. Secretary. For Information concerning 
ward branches. Inquire at ths above address. 

Branch No. 7. Kansas City, meets evsry 
Tuesday at 3 p. m. at 1300 Union Ave. O. J. 
Stors, Secretary, 1380 W. tth Bt. 

MONTANA. 

Brawb No^ meet* firat and third Bondaya of reoh 
month at O. W. Wood's home, Chico, Mont. 

NEW JERSEY 

Branch No. 1. Secretery, Uiehaal W. Schor, 87 Uv- 
ingitoa It. 

Branch No. S, Oamdeo, N. J., macta erery 3d Snnday 
o{tbe month. For partioolara addreaa Paul Ebenling, 
izm Kaisbu’a Avenoe. 

Branch No. 3, ((ierman) Newark, meeta erery third 
Satorday, at IntereatioDai Hall, 7 Bedford St. liana 
ilartwlf. SeoreUry.7 Bedford St. 

Branch No. i (Oerman). Paterson, N. J., meets 
Brat Md third Mondaytt at 8 p. fai. at llelfetia Hall, 
Van Hooten St. Karl LBidar, Bseretary, 246 Bd- 
mood St. 

NEW YORK. 

The City Central Agitation Committee of 
Greater New York and vicinity meets flrst and 
third Tueadaya of every month In Wllslg’a Hall. 
86 E. 4th 8 l EnUabelb H. Thomas. Secretary. 

Eaat Side Branch. No. 1, New York, meets 
every first-and third Thursday at lit Cllatoo 
St. A. Guyer, Secretary, IS 8>iffolk Bt. 

Branch No. 8, 34lh Assembly District, meets 
second and fourth Wedneedays of the month at 
1069 Second At., at the ' Central." Henry Lang, Secre¬ 
tary. 324 E. 60th St. 

Branch No. 4. Weat Side Branch, New York, 
meets second and fourth Tueedaya of every 
month at headquarters, 188 W. 83th 8L Elisa¬ 
beth H. Thomas, Secretary. 

Branch So. 5 Brooklyn, New York, meeta evary Bator- 
dsT at 6 p. m.. al 56 Moure St. Viaitoni welcome. Com- 
rMea deiiring to organiie sbonld oommunicato with 
SMietary Sol. Preeaman. 190 Boeram St. 

Branch No. 10, Sew York, meeta every Friday, at 8 p. 


lie invited. 

Branch No. 12, Brooklyn, headquarters, 261 
Rutledge St. Meets evsry third Thursday at 
8:16 sharp. All persons interested are invited te 
attend these meetings and oo>operate In organ¬ 
izing local branches In every district in the city. 
\Vm. Butscher, Secretary, 161 Rutledge 8U 
Branch No. 20, regular meetinga are liMd Brat and 
third Friday of the month, at VVvbater Hall, 140tb St. 
and Third Ave., Borough of the Bronx, K. Spraoger, 
Secretary. S17 E. i49tb St. All peraoba intereatM in 
Socialism and the S. D. P. are inrited to attend. 

OHIO. 

Branch No. X Cleveland, meets in Ohlsen'a 
Hall, 66 York St, second aad fourth Sundays at 
8 p. m. Lectures, discussions, business meet¬ 
ings, first and third Fridays at 8 p. m. 

Branch No. 8. Cleveland, meets first and third 
Sundays In each month at 8 p. m. In Ohlsen's 
Hall. V Toric St. Lsoturas and dlseusslons 
Brsneh No. 4. CiocioDsti, meets at Bichelieo Hall 
aoutheaat comer 9th and Plum Sta., every Sonday at 8 

5 . m. Lectures and diaooMiona. Pobiic invited. Jm. 
aain. Secretary. lltUl^entral Avenoe. 

Branch No. 5, Dayton, Ohio, meeta every 2d and 4th 
Friday evening, in Hall 27. ('eotral Tradea Conncil 
Block. ' Everyone intereated In Bocialiam invitnl. J. 
C. Schawe, Chairssan, .W. Barringer. Secretary. P. O. 
Box 294. 

Branch No. 8, Cincinnati, meets every second 
and fo\irtb Saturday in Workingmen's Hall, 1118 
Walnnt Su F. Hamel, Becretajy, 18M Frintz St. 

Branch No. 11. German, Columbus. Ed Grein¬ 
er. Secretary. 806 Mohawk St. 

rENNSYLYAiriA. 

Branch N-). 2, Erie, meeta eve.ry Sunday, 3 p. m., at 
K. of L. Hallj'TlA State 8 l Chairman, joaepn Stain, 
Secretary, J. B. Perrr, 119 Saaaafraaa St. 

Branch No. 4, Pittsburg, meets every Thurs¬ 
day evening at 7:30 p. m. at Funk Hall. 8. 14th 
and Josephine Sts. W. Bohn. President. 244 Ad¬ 
dison Sl j. H. Lewis, Secretary, 8318 Jane. St 
Branch No. 5 (Jewish), Philadelphia, meet# every 
Friday at 423 8. Tttird St. at 7 JO. DiKBaaion from 6 to 
9. 1 (ieraon, Secretary. 

WANlilNbTON 

Branch No. 8. Tacoma. Meeta eVery Monday evening 
at 6 p. m., 4iS 11U3 Street 

WISCONSIN. 

Milwaokae Central ('ommlttee, S. D^P., meeU firtt 
Monday of the month at Brewera' Head^artera, aooth- 
eaal comer Fourth and Cheatnot ata. 

Branch No. 1, Milwaukee, meeta at Kailer'a Ball, 
Fourth Str^t. betwaen State and Prairie, eveiy aecono 
and fourth Tbur^lay evening. 

Branch No. X Milwaukee, meets every eeoond 
and fourth Friday in tieatka'a Hall, corner Green Bay 
and Concordia Ave. 

Branch No. 8. Sheboygan, meets every fourth 
Thursday of the month at Gustav Burgard’s 
Hail on Pennsylvania Ave. R. Scheen, Secre¬ 
tary-Treasurer, 8. lith St 
Branch No. 4. Milwaukee, meets every firat 
and third Friday each moMth at Meller's Hall, 
corner 23d and Brown BtA George Moerschel, 
Secretary, 891 26th Bt. 

Branch No. I, Milwaukee, meets evsry fourth 
Friday of the month at B. Sigel'S Hall, south¬ 
east comer Orchard Bt and 9tb Ave. O. Wild. Seor^. 
tary. 

Branch No. IX Milwaukee, meets every firat 
and third Tliursday of each month at Kran*'HalU 21 
and Onlar St., at 8 p. m. Secretary. Bndolpb Loeaeb- 
man. 1126 83rd St 

Branch No. '23, Milwaukee, meeta leeond and fourth 
Wedneiday ot each month, at 624 Clark street Henry 
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IF YOU SYMPITHIZE 


TRADE UNIONS 

You will encourage the sale 
OF.UNION liABEli GOODS 

If you want Union Label Shoes demand the above 
Union Stamp. No ahoe is Union mada nnlean it bears 
the Union Stamp. No oharge or royalty for ths Union 
Stamp. Visit your ahos dealer and take no e x e uaee. 
Send for latest list of factories. Subscribe for "The 
Union Boot and Shoe Worker,** 50 eta per year. 

Boot and Shoe Workers Union, 

630 Atlantic Ave., Boeton, Mass. 
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HsndsSBSli BlustrslMl 


This Is sn annual publication for Social Democrats 
who will find it indispensable for referenos nurposec. 
This first Imoe la of especial valoe becauaa of the his- 
torieel ebareoUr of its eontanta. Among the featnree 

are: 

A HISTORY OF SOCIALISM IN AMERICA 

Covering 76 pages, with portrmitsof Bobert Osrea, 
Etienne Cabut, WUbelra Weitllng, etc., etc. 

ALBERT BRISBANE 

Tbe first American agitator, with portrait. 

A TRIP TO GIRARD 

Bv Wayfarer, with view of Appeal to E eascB 


KARL MARX ON THE SINGLE TAX 

MACHINE va. HAND LABOR . 

Compiled from government report# by lasBov 

8RORTKR PIECES 

Labor Conflicts in 1696. Oronlund. Grant Allen. 
Chrooohw for 1809. Directory ot Soolel Demo- 
crala. wwlalist C^troversiea of IsiBI. JDie 
''Gulden Meyor.** Prof. Hamm's Onse. 


BIOGRAPHIES OF WELL IKNOWN SOCIAL 
DEMOCRATS. Twenty iaell. 


BCTION STATISTICS 

Covering tbe Sooielist movemsat down to the 
present year. A valuable referreea. 

OCIALIST PORTRAIT GAXXEBT 
('omprtsiBg seventeen llksnsssss of l ea ding w<^ 
era in tbe movenMot, distribnted throngh the 
bMik. 

t postpaid an moaipi of prieer IS CWNTK 

DEBS PUBLISHINO CO. 


agsinit the applidtst, opca appeal by the said 
penoD, or by the brucb to which he has a(^ 
plied, the National Executive Board shall 
have power of final action in the matter. 

Sec. x8. Any member of good standing in 
one branch may. upon the request, be trans¬ 
ferred to another branch; and the Secretary 
of the branch in which he holds his member¬ 
ship shall, for that purpose, furnish him with 
a transfer card. 

Sec. 19. A member in good standing may 
terminate his or her membership by obtain¬ 
ing from the Secretary of such branch the 
card of withdrawal. 

Sec. 20. Each member shall be entitled to 
a card of membership, to be furnisehd by the 
National Executive Board, and issued to 
the members by the Secretary of the local 
branch. 

DUES AND FEES. 

Sec. 21. The admission fee which shall 
accompany eacli application for membership 
shall be twenty-five cents, which shall be 
forwarded to the National Executive Board. 

Sec. 22. The dues of the members shall be 
fixed by tbe branch; but such dues shall 
be sufficient to include twenty-five cents per 
quarter, to be paid on the first day of Jan¬ 
uary, April, July and October in each year to 
the National Executive Board. 

' Sec. 23. At the close of each meeting of a 
local branch the Treasurer thereof shall trans¬ 
mit to the National Secretary the names of 
all members admitted at said meeting, their 
postoffice addresses, and a remittance by 
postal money order of their admission fee. 

See. 24. A member admitted on or before 
the middle of a quarter shall pay dues for 
the full quarter. ■ A member admitted after 
the middle of a quarter hall be exempt for 
ihat quarter. 

Sec. 25. On or before the fifth day of ’each 
quarter the Treasurer of each local branch 
shall remit by i>ostal money order the quar¬ 
terly dues for the current quarter to the Na¬ 
tional Executive Board, and each local branch 
shall be responsible for and remit the full 
amount due for the entire membership of the 
branch. 

Sec. 26. The officers of the branch shall 
consist of a Secretary, Treasurer and Organ¬ 
izer. and such other ^officers as may be de¬ 
termined by the branch; said officers shatt^ 
be elected at each annual meeting and serve 
until their successors arc qualified. They 
.shall perform such duties as appertain to their 
several offices, and as the local branch may 
direct. Any officer of the branch may be re¬ 
moved by a majority vole of the members of 
the branch. 

Sec. 37. Each local branch shall hold at 
least one business meeting a month, and such 
other meetings as they may see fit. 

Sec. 28. At the annual meeting the officers 
shall suubmit complete reports of tjie trans¬ 
actions of their several offices for the preced¬ 
ing year. 

Sec. 29. Branches shall be numbered with 
reference to smtes, the numbers to be as¬ 
signed by the National Executive Board. 

See. 30. The National Executive Board 
shall issue a charter to each branch, which 
charter may be suspended or revoked by the 
National Executive Board In case of viola¬ 
tion of the laws, principles or regulations of 
the organization, subject to referendum vote. 

Sec. 31. Persons intending to organize a 
new local branch shall apply to the then ex¬ 
isting city or state comipittces of the locality 
where said.branch is to be located,.for its 
indorsement; and upon receiving such in¬ 
dorsement shall forward to the National Ex¬ 
ecutive Board their application, together with 
the names and addresses of the proposed 
members, and their admission fees and dues 
The National Executive Board shall there¬ 
upon, if they find the application in regular 
form, issue a charter to such person. 

In case their shall be no such Central Com¬ 
mittee the application shall be made direct to 
the National Executive Board. 

Sec. 32. The local branch may adopt such 
by-laws as the majority of its members may ; 
determine, provided they do not conflict with 
this constitution or the platform and declara¬ 
tion of principles of the party. 

Sec. 33. Any member violating the laws 
or principles of the organization may be sus¬ 
pended or expelled by a two-thirds vote of 
the members in good standing of the local 
branch of which he is a member; provided, 
that any charges against such member shall 
l>e preferred in writing, and the accused shall 
be entitled to a fair trial. The person so 
accused, if dissatisfied with t^e decision of 
the local branch, may appeal to the National 
Executive Board, and the person or persons 
preferring such charges shall have a like ap¬ 
peal to the National Executive Board. The 
action of the Executive Board on such case 
shall be final. 

Sec. 34. This constitution shall be in force 
and effective from and after its indorsement 
by a majority in a referendum vote of the 
membership of the party in good standing. 

Sec. 35. This constitution may be amended 
by a referendum vote as hereinabove pro¬ 
vided. 

Sec. 36. Under to circumstances shall the 
Social Democratic .'^arty fuse with or act with 
any Other political party, either in national or 
local elections, unless' such party shall have 
substantially the same platform and princi¬ 
ples as the Social Democratic Party. 


Second Annual Picnic 

The comrades of Giicago will hold 
the Second Annual Picnic of the Social 
Democratic party of Cook county on 
the Fourth of July, at Bergmann’s 
grove, Desplaines avenue and Twenty- 
sixth street. The place will be reached 
by the Metropolitan Elevated and Sub¬ 
urban Electric. Full particulars will be 
announced later of all arrangements to 
make a grand success of the occasion. 


Arizona Socialists 
in every community should correspond 
with M. J. Casper, Box 178, Globe, Tuc¬ 
son, Ariz. We have plans for keeping 
organizers in the field to organize 
branches in every town in Arizona be¬ 
fore November; 500 Socialists pledging 
25 cents per month each will do it. 
Don’t miss it—write at once. 


Southern California, Attention 
All Socialists in the seven southern 
counties of Southern California should 
how get to work and so far as possible 
form branches in every voting precinct. 
To further this end communicate at once 
with James T. VanRenssclacr, 1618 To- 
berman street, Los Angeles, Cal. 

The Union Label 

on erery^ini; you bnjr U > guanutee 
that the pFMuceri uereof receire a 
fail rate m wage* Cor iu productioD 

Insist on havlns: the label 


LOCAL BRANCHES 


MoUom of Braaeh MooUnga IiiMrt«4 for 
SS Ooata por MooUi 


OAXalFORlOA 

LitMrty Branotu Ban Franelooo, holds pubUo 
moetinga oTery Sunday and Wooneaday aven- 
Inga, commeiuring at X Admlaaton frea. 

ISducaUonal maatlngs (fw mambara) every 
Tuesday evening. Sociology, Seonomloa. Public 
Speaking, etc. 

Buelneu meetinga (for membera) every Ttaura- 
day evening. 

Memberehlp. with advantage of Educational 
(bourse and Social Democratic Herald free to 
each member, 36 cents per month. 

Aptily to the •ecretary, John C. Weoley, 117 Turk 
atraet. 

Branch No. X Lee Angeles, meets every Sun- 
^ afternoon at I o'elock at Woodnen'a HaU. 12&H 
SpringSt. J.Prane. TUUDayton Avo., SMietary. 

Branch No. S, Alatneda. (California, bolds free public 
meetingf every 2d end 4Ui Bondaj, 8 p. m. at ForecUra* 
Ueli, eor Park Su and Santa Clara Ave. Rncinecc and 
Edaoational meetioga (for memben) l»t and Srd Mon- 
dayc. 8 p m , at '24U8 Eneinal Ave. Allan A. Crocket, 
Becretarv, 1610 Ralnot St. I 

COLORADO 

Branch No. 1, Qanver. meeteevery Sonday at 1:00 p.m. 
at 1715 California Ave.. Cbaa. M. Davia, Secretary, 1629 
17tb Street. 

Branch No, X Goldfield, meeU every Sonday at 7:30 
p. m.. at City Hall. Cbaa. 1 a Camp. SMretary. 

CONNEC7T1CCT. 

The Conneotioot State Committee meote tbe lact 
Bondar of each monti> at Turn HaU. RockvUle. L. 
Bohlaf, SwreUry. 

Branch No. 8, New Haven, mreU every Toeeday ev^ 
Ding, at 198 State 8U, at 8 p. m. Cornelloa Mahoney, 
SMretary. 165 Prank Bl. 

Branch No. L BookvUie. Conn., meete find and third 
Thoredayiat Xiirn Hall meeting room, VilhAge etreet. 
Secretary, Richard Niederwerfer, Box 760. 

ILLINOIS. 

Meetinga of Chicago Central Committee held 
regularly second and fourth Wednaedaya of 
each month at Dr. J. H. Greer's offlee, 62 Dear¬ 
born 8t. 

Branch No. L Chicago, meets every Wednesday 
evening. Thomas Klrwln, Secretary, SOi Want- 
worth Ave. 

Branch No. 8 (Bohemian), Chicago, meets sec¬ 
ond and fourth Sundays at 3 p. m. at Nagl’s 
Hall, 6K Blue Island Ave. Vaclav Jelinek, Sec¬ 
retary, 606 Blue Island Ava 

Hranch No. 3 (Bohemian), Chioogo, meeU Moond and 
fonrih Mondays at 8 p.m. in Dander’s place, 1080 W. 
Ibth place. Joeepb Dnnder, Secretary. 

Branch So. 5, Chicago, meeU eecond and foorth San- 
days of each munUi at Andr. Maslk's, 40 String St. 
Paal Cbiapeeka, Secretary. 16^ Itoble St. 

Branch No. 8 (Oerman), Chicago, meets every, 
first Saturday each month at 8 oVtiock at Nagi'e' 
Kail. 636 Blue Island Ave. near 18th St. Albln 
Oelsler. Secretary. 728 W. 20tb BL 

Branch No. b, (Bohemian) ('hicago, meeU second and 
fourth Sunday, at 9 a. m.. at 5002 Line Street. J. A. 
Ambros, Secretary, 494U Wood Street. 

Branch No. X Chicago, meeU at 1148 W. 63rd sL, first 
and third Sondays al 8 p.m. Roswell 11. Johnson, 
Secretary, 652 E. ^th SL 


Branch No. 6 . Indlanapolla, meets flrst Satur¬ 
day evening and third Sunday afternoon of each 
month at Reicbweln's Hall, comer Market and 
Noble Sta. 

IOWA. 

Branch No. X Hlteman. meeU every fourth Friday ui 
tbe month at opera bouse. S. B. Jamieson, ehairma 
James Fisher, organimer; Joeepb SchollacnL seoretary- 

KENTUCKY 

Branch No. 2, Covington, meets flrst and third Wed¬ 
nesday evenings and second and foartb Snoday afur- 
noons of each month. AU agitation meetinga except 
third ndeeting in mouth. Good speakers. Sectary, F. 
C. Stumpf, 901 8th stret,L 

MARYLAND. 

Branch No. 1. Baltimore, meets eveir Sunday 
at 8 p. m. at Carpenter’s Hall, 660 E* Baltimore 
St. Public invited 

Brooch No. 2. Baltimore. meeU every Taetday at 6 p. 
m. at WeDsal'a Hotel, Vlhi W. Camden st. (k>od speeches. 
PubUe invited. Levin T. Jones. Secretary, 202 W. 
Barre sL 

MA88ACHU8BTTt. 

The Maasachuaetts State Committee meets the 
first Saturday of each month at 724 Washington 
Sl., Boston. All dues and moneys Intended for 
the State Committee should be sent to the 
financial secretary, A. McDoncdd, 1(H W. Spring- 
field Sl, Boston. All other cocrespondeoce 
should be addressed to the Corresponding Sec¬ 
retary. Margaret Haile, 6 Qlenwood SL, Rox- 
bury. 

itranch No. 2, Holyoke, meets second and 
fourth Mondays of each month at Springdale 
Tarnev Hall. H. Schlichting, OrKaniter 587, Somer 6 l 

Hrtinch No. 6, Lynn, permanent headquarters. 
71 Monroe 8L Business meeting every Monday night 
at7:.'IX Open house. Public iuvited. Harry Gotlmer, 
Sec., 423 Bssex Sl 

Brtneb No. 9, Brockton, meeU Friday nighte at 8 p. 
m. for bnsinsM at Socialist Hall, Clark’s Block, cor¬ 
ner Main and (Center Su. Every comrade is ezpeetad 
to attend one meeting a month. Mrs. Annie Uoswortii, 
Seoretoxy, 81 Prospect st. 

Hranch No. 16. East Boeton, meets every Mon¬ 
day at 8 p. m. at M Chelsea Bl Miss Jenny 
Segal. S.‘v;reta4'y. 99 (Jbelsea St. 

Hranch No. li’. Newburyport. meets the second 
Hondsy of esch month, st Lseter’e HaU. 87 Pleasant 
St. T. H. Chisnell. Secretary, 16 Collins St. . A. L. Bin- 
ley. 288 Marriroac St. 


To Our WaHhlii{;ton Readers 

Comrade D. Burgess of New What¬ 
com, Wash., has been selected as organ¬ 
izer for the state Md is prepared to assist 
the Socialists of A\'ashington in organ¬ 
izing branches of the S. D. P. Corre¬ 
spondence addressed to him will receive 
prompt attention. 

North Dakota Socialists 

Socialists residing in North Dakota 
and desiring to organize for effective 
propaganda work in that state are re¬ 
quested to correspond with Math. Eids- 
ness, Towner, N. D. 

Caiifornia Socialists 

Socialists resident in 'California and 
not members of the Social Democratic 
party are requested to communicate 
with John Carter, 929 Twenty-second 
street, San Francisco. 

Attention, Nebraska 

Persons living in Nebraska and ac¬ 
cepting the principles of Socialism are 
requested to communicate with T. A. 
Edwards, 3220 California street, Oma¬ 
ha, with a view to the organization of 
branches of the Social Democratic 
party. 

To Texas Socialists 

For puroose of State organization, the 
Bonham Social Democratic Branch re* 
quests that every Socialist in Texas 
who reads this notice, will please send 
name and address to the undersized. 
Please attend to this at once. W. E. 
Farmer, Bonham, Texas. 

All Socialist papers please publish. 

Oregon Socialists, Attention 

You are requested to communicate 
with J. D. Stevens, Box 204, Portland, 
organizer for the S. D. P., with a view to 
instituting branches of the party in your 
community. The hiture belongs to So¬ 
cialism. Lend a hand and get your state 
thoroughly prg^anized. 
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them with an irresistible force to the 
performance of disinterested acts. 

But first we might ask these theorists 
whether the altruistic instincU upon 
which tliey rely actually exist,” and 
whether, as a matter of fact, they do 
influence human conduct. And with 
still greater assurance we might request 
the doctrinaires of sympathy to tell us 
frankly if man were free to act as he 
would', and if the opposition of others in 
no wise restrained him, whether he 
would not kill his fellows simply 
"pour frotter- ses bottes avec leur 
graisse." We might, indeed, go so far 
as to say that this desire of explaining 
benevolent acts as products of an in¬ 
stinct is an easy way of avoiding deep 
research into the causes of acts and feel¬ 
ings, and we might also suggest that the 
process of reasoning through which 
these theorists have endeavored to afford 
a logical, metaphysical or positive basis 
for these instincts is extremely arbitrary. 
Or we might add, with Spencer, that 
sympathy becomes weaker as misfor¬ 
tunes increase, and that pity is less easily 
moved and less intense just when it 
should wax strong. 

But an argument whose logical force 
runs along quite different lines may bet¬ 
ter be directed against the doctrines in 
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A CRITIQUE OF THE DOMINANT 

THEORIES OF MORALITY 

(From Achille Loria’s "Economic Foun¬ 
dations of Society.”) 

Since the human mind began to con¬ 
cern itself with problems of morality— 
which, indeed, are as old as philosophy 
itself—two concepts have battled for 
supremacy upon this field of thought. 
On the one side is ranged the theory 
, that deduces morality from precepts of 
supreme justice, cither conceived by 
man himself or revealed to him through 
some divine agency; while on the other 
side the opposite theory prevails, which 
considers human happiness the sole, cri¬ 
terion of moral acts. According to the 
former theory, moral actions should be 
essentially altruistic—that is to say, they 
cannot be actuated by any personal in¬ 
terest of the agent himself. Following 
the latter theory, on the contrary the 
hidden spring that determines morality 
and the series - of acts it counsels or 
commands is to be found in the well- 
ordered interests of the individual and 
of society. It is only through an analy¬ 
sis of the economic bases of morality 
that we can detect the organic flaw in 
each of the above doctrines, and at the 
same time recognize the particular 
phases of the truth represented by each, 
which explain their temporary success 
at different stages of civilization. 

Tile theory which conceives of moral¬ 
ity as the sublimate of individual ego¬ 
tism, and regards the pursuit of indi¬ 
vidual happiness as the highest crite¬ 
rion of ethics, collapses at once under 
the most elementary analysis of the capi¬ 
talistic economy. Under such a social 
system the cla.ss that is numerically 
the stronger clearly acts contrary to its 
own interests -in submitting to the 
usurpation of which it is the victim,” 5 nd 
it is only by silencing the egoism of 
this class that capitalistic forms are able 
to exist at all. It is. indeed, so far from 
the truth that in this economic, system 
moral acts are dictated to individuals by 
their real interests, and if every one were 
really to follow his egotistic instincts 
the entire social structure would imme¬ 
diately colla|)se like a house of cards. 
However inadmissible as a whole, this 
doctrine nevertheless contains a modi¬ 
cum of the truth. What though our im¬ 
perfect moral systems be not grounded 
upon individual egoism, they are never¬ 
theless always rooted in the egoism of 
the capitalist class; and what though the 
conduct of the [Ktorer cl.rsses be in real¬ 
ity contrary to their actual interest, their 
acts nevertheless conform to any ajjpar- 
ent egoism that is held before them arti¬ 
ficially by means of a clever display of 
psychological force. 

A like judgment must be passed upon 
the opposing theory which makes disin¬ 
terestedness the dominant characteristic 
of the moral acts that God imposes upon 
His creatures as their inviolable duty. 
If applied to the laboring classes this 
theory has an incontestable appearance 
of truth, and it has no doubt evolved 
from actual experience with the conduct 
of the lower classes. It is perfectly true 
that the class deprived of its liberty oi 
choice adheres to a line of conduct that 
is in fact, at least, altruistic, and which 
seems, therefore, inexplicable under any 
theory of egoism. It is equally clear if 
we except the periotl of slavery that such 
altruistic conduct has always been as¬ 
sured by means of a line of ascetic, reli¬ 
gious and moral precepts that preach 
disinterestedness and meekness to the 
groaning multitude, and this in itself is 
sufficient to have engendered the con¬ 
cept of an abstract moral law revealed 
to man and imposed upon humanity as 
a duty regardless of the precepts of in¬ 
dividual egoism and even contrary Jo the 
same; contrary, that is, to the happiness 
that human egoism naturally seeks. But 
the plausible look of this conclusion does 
not succeed in hiding its inherent flaw, 
for even so cursory an examination will 
at once reveal the fact that the conduct 
of the poorer classes, although altruistic 
in deed, is nevertheless directly and ex¬ 
clusively inspired by individual egoism. 
These facts are indeed altruistic in so 
far as their ultimate consequences are 
concerned, since they redound to the ad¬ 
vantage of the capitalistic class and to 
the disadvantage of the poorer classes. 
They are nevertheless immediately ego- 
isUc, inasmuch as the laboring people 
have their own good in mind and are 
really seeking their own advantage. 
This class may indeed be mistaken in its 
calculations in that it prefers to forego 
present advantages in order tef secure 
fanciful rewards or avoid imaginary ills 
in the future; but this does not prevent 
egoism from being the mainspring of 
their acts; nor does it preclude the pos¬ 
sibility of ascetic morality and the effiics 
of submission and obedience being 
themselves rooted in the self-interest of 
the individual, which may, indeed, be 
skillfully perverted, but which is never 
entirely suppressed. 

■Hiere is also an intermediary doctrine 
which ’deserves special mention because 
it is w generally followed. Morality, 
acording to this theory, is the product 
of the egoism of the human species, or, 
as others express it, the product of our 
altruistic instincts. 'These are at bot¬ 
tom egoistic instincts, but they find their 
satisfaction, nevertheless, in the per¬ 
formance of. just and benevolent acts. 
Thus, according to some writers, moral 
acts cither result from the mere pleasure 
afforded by doing ^pood. Or emanate 
from that feeling of pity which vibrates 
in the hearts m most men, and urges 


that our representatives shall do like¬ 
wise. This Was what we asked Aider- 
man Perry to do, and he refused; 
charges were presented against him and 
they were sustained by an overwhelm¬ 
ing majority after a full and impartial 
hearing; his resignation was presented 
to the proper authorities, and he ceued 
to represent the S. D. P. We believe 
we were justified in so doing, and we 
sincerely trust and believe that it is a 
position from which the S. D. P. will 
never recede." 
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A LITTLE HISTORY 

During the first days of the middle- 


of-the-road populist movement in Iowa 
grave doubt was in the minds of the 
leaders of the movement whether we 
would be able to get on the official bal¬ 
lot under the name of people’s party- 
It was about this time that the SocW 
Ilemocratic party was formed, and in 
casting about for a name that name and 
movement was .considered with great 
favor by the two persons who were then 
at the head of the party movement in 
the state. This is point number one. 

The writer had the honor to be tem¬ 
porary chairman of the first mid-road 
convention, and there delivered a 
speech indorsing and favoring the co- 
ciperative commonwealth. This speech 
is still in print and can be produced in 
evidence. This is point two. 

Last year a strenuous effort was 
made on the part of one of the leaders 
in the mid-road movement (an effort 
w'hich the writer silently indorsed, he 
not being asked to concur) to get Prof. 
1 -Ierron, an avowed Socialist, to stand 
as the candidate for governor. Prof. 
Herron could not do so at the time, but 
did come to the convention and deliv¬ 
ered a stirring Socialistic speech, which 
was heartily indorsed by ail present. 
The platform made was vigorously So- 
cialLstic. and the canvass made by Hon. 
C. Lloyd,-who was the gubernatorial 
candidate, was a stirring defense of So¬ 
cialistic doctrines. This is point three. 

llie leaders of the mid-road move¬ 
ment have never expect#! it to amount 
lo anything. TJieir efforts have been 
ilirected to keeping the populists from 
.scattering to the old corrupt parties, in¬ 
tending to indorse the first Socialistic 
movement of character and standing. 
■Such promises have repeatedly been 
made to the organized labor vote of the 
state. This vote is now asking for re¬ 
demption of promises. The writer has. 
in affiliating with the Social Democratic 
])arty, been true to his convictions and 
liis pledges. This is point four. Do 
vou see the point? . 

A. VV. Ricker. 
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The Social Democratic Party of America 
declares that life, liberty and happiness depend 
upon equal political and economic rights. 

In our economic development an industrial 
revolution has taken place, the individual tool 
of former years having become the social tool 
of the pjcscnt. The individual tool was owned 
by the worker who employed himself and was 
master of his product. The social tool, the 
machine, is owned by the capitalist and the 
worker is dependent upon him for employ* 
ment. The capitalist thus becomes the master 
of the worker and is able to appropriate to 
himself a large share of the product of hi* 
labor. 

Capitalism, the private ownership of the 
means of production, is responsible for the in¬ 
security of subsistence, the poverty, misery 
and degradation of the ever-growing majority 
of our people; but the same economic forces 
which have produced and now intensify the 
capitalist system will necessitate the adoption 
of Socialism, the collective ownership of the 
means of production’ for the common good 
and welfare. 

The present system of social production and 
private ownership is rapidly converting society 
into two antagonistic classes—i. e.. the capital¬ 
ist class and the propertyless class. Tlie mid¬ 
dle class, once the most powerful of this great 
nation, is disappearing in the mill of competi¬ 
tion. The issue is now between the two class¬ 
es first named. Our political liberty is now of 
tittle value to the masses unless used to acquire 
economic liberty. 

Independent political action and the trade 
union movement are the chief •emancipating 
factors of the working class, the one represent¬ 
ing its political, the other its economic wiog. 
and both mubt co-operate to abolish the cap¬ 
italist system. 

Therefore the Social Democratic Party of 
America declares its object to be; 

First—The organization of the working 
class into a political party to conquer the 
public powers now controlled by capitalists. 

Second—The abolition of wage-slavery by 
the establishment of a national system of co¬ 
operative industry, based upon the social or 
common ownership of the means of produc¬ 
tion and distribution, to be administered by 
society in the common interest of all its mem¬ 
bers, and the complete emancipation of the 
socially useful classes from the domination of 
capitalism. 

The working class and ail those in sym¬ 
pathy with tb-ir historic mission to realize 
a higher civilization should sever connection 
with all capitalist and reform parties and unite 
with the Social Democratic Party of America. 

The control of political power by the Social 
Democratic party will be tantamount to the 
abolition of all class rule. 

The solidarity of labor connecting the mil¬ 
lions of class-conscious fellow-workers 
throughout the civilized world will lead to in¬ 
ternational ^cialism, the brotherhood of man. 

As steps in that direction, we make the fol¬ 
lowing demands: 

First—Revisit ol our federal constitution, 
in order to ren^ve the obsucles to complete 
control of government by the people irre- 
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Good One fraiii the Appeal 
Philadelphia, Pa., April 26, 1900. 

I. Tlie statement has been made to 
me that you are not a scientific Socialist 
and don’t understand scientific Social¬ 
ism. Is that true? 2. In the debate 
versus Maguire, Job Harriman says, ‘T 
am not a state Socialist, but a Social 
Democrat.” What did he mean, and 
where do you draw the line between 
state Socialism and the other ? 3. Why 
do some men say “I am a Karl Marx 
Socialist” ? Reader. 

Of course I am not a scientific Social¬ 
ist—nobody is but the fellow who is, 
you know. Because, don’t you know, 
tie says so. If you want to know What 
the scientific article is, get him to ex¬ 
plain. The difference between a Social 
Democrat and a state Socialist is, that 
both of them want the common owner¬ 
ship of the means of production and dis¬ 
tribution. Do you see it? A Karl 
Marx Socialist differs from the others in 
that he wants the common ownership of 
the means of production and distnbu- 
tion.'^ This great difference causes some 
people to expend much time and energy 
in discussing the best way to cook the 
rabbit, even before the have a stick with 
which to kill the rabbit, and before they 
have started on the hunt.—^Appeal to 
Reason. 
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The following is a list of comrades 
who have agreed, in response to the 
appeal of the National Executive 
Board, to contribute monthly for one 
year to the national fund. Other names 
will be added as they are received. 
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The Socialists in the Belgian chamber 
have been calling attention to the atroc¬ 
ities committed in the Congo. The 
whole system is one of the worst ex¬ 
amples of capitalistic extortion that we 
could have; the king is interested in the 
business. Nominally he subscribes a 
large sum of money every year to the 
expenses, but he gets it back by being— 
under other names—a large shareholder 
in trading companies. 


The editor of a Socialist paper at 
Magdeburg has been sentenced to one 
month’s imprisonment for attacking the 
king. Really these sentences and pros- 
ecuations are very foolish, and only 
make the government ridiculous. 
Surely if Socialism was not stamped 
out by the vigorous laws under the Bis- 
marckian regime of the state of siege 
these petty little sentences will have no 
effect, or rather they only make the 
government contemptible, thou^ that 
is hardly what they aim 
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The Fr..n''h elections for the munici¬ 
pal councils—in France every parish or 
commune has a local cotmcil—will take 
place next month. The general com¬ 
mittee of the Socialist party has issued 
an appeM to the electors pointing out 
that it is highly important that great 
efforts should be made to win as many 
seats as possible, because the work done 
by these coundU is very important 
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